
54 Mining in the Dominion. 

valued a t $% per ton . At Lochaber ex
plorers report hav ing t aken out some 40 
tons of unknown percentage (Report 
Dept. of Mines.) 

GYPSUM. 

107,506 tons of this mine ra l were t aken 
out, value $93,855. 

BARYTES. 

23 tons of barytes were mined a t Five 
Islands, and used on the spot by the 
Dolphin Manufacturing Co. 

FREESTONE. 

14,265 tons of freestone and l imestone 
were raised and shipped, wor th $55,370. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
GOLD MINING. 

The amoun t s actual ly exported by the 
Banks dur ing the year 1877 are as follows: 
Bank of British Columbia . $353,254 16 
Bank of British Nor th America 497,748 65 
Garesche, Green & Co 355,133 48 

1,2 6,136 29 
Adding one-third for gold ex

ported in pr iva te h a n d s — 402,045 43 

Gives a total yield of $1,608,182 72 

I n t he CARIBOO D I S T R I C T , 179 claims 
were worked during the year 1877, giving 
employment to 333 whites and 598 Chinese. 
During the first n ine mon ths of t h a t year 
the mines produced gold to the value of 
$411,402. 

The " Big Bonanza Ledge," worked by 
the Cariboo Quartz Mining Company and 
the St. Lawrence Company, is a t rue 
Assure vein, assaying a t the surface from 
$6 to $35 per ton, and about 12 feet in width. 
Concerning th is vein Mr. Harpe r reports : 
" I had no difficulty in forming an opinion 
so favorable wi th regard to its pe rmanent 
and remunera t ive character as a gold 
bearing ledge, t h a t not a doubt remains in 
m y mind as to the great influence its de
velopment will eventual ly have in the 
welfare of the D'str ici and the Province in 
general ." 

Wr i t ing la te r Mr. Harpe r s a y s : " T h e 
same (Cariboo Quar tz Mining) Company's 
tunnel on the Bonanza Ledge has been 
run in for the distance of 160 feet. A t a 
distance of 138 feet the lode was in ter
sected and run through, its width a t this 
point being 22 feet, and its depth from the 
surface 52 feet. The assays from the rock 

averaged $33 per ton. On the surface this 
rock only averaged $14 per ton, the infer
ence being t h a t the ore increases in rich
ness a t the lower level. 3,000 feet beyond 
I visited the Victoria Shaft and found the 
same lode a t a vertical depth of 350 feet 
below the surface, where the rock was 
taken which averaged $ l i to the ton. At 
this point the assays ranged from $24 to 
$36 per ton, and the ledge a t this depth had 
a width of 30 feet." 

The " Amer ican ," " P i n k e r t o n " and 
" Enterprise " mines are also on the Big 
Bonanza Ledge. 

The Cariboo Quar tz Mining Co. have 
also crushed 41 tons of ore from the Stead-
m a n Ledge, wi th an average result of $18 
per ton. 

I n the C A S S I A R D I S T R I C T , 123 claims 
were worked during 1'77, employing 673 
whites and 210 Chinese, and producing 
gold, according to the Report of the Gold 
Commissioner, as follows :— 

DeaseCreek $81,300 00 
Thibert Creek 173,700 00 
McDame Creek 114,800 00 

Amoun t t aken out, of which no defiaite 
re turns could be procured say $45,000, 
which, wi th the sum of *55,000 allowed for 
the probable yield from the date upon 
which the statistics were completed until 
the 31st December next , will bring the 
gross amoun t to ̂ 499,s30.00 

'• Considering the m a n y difficulties 
which have beset the miners , and the fact 
t h a t there have not been as m a n y engag
ed th is ye*r, I t h i n k tha t , on the whole, 
the results for 18'7 are not unfavourable, 
but r a the r go to prove t h a t Cassiar stands 
to-day a mining district second to none in 
the Province as regards the number of 
men it employs, its great extent , its pros
pects, and the fact t h a t it is as yet, except 
as regards a very l imited portion of it, 
undeveloped." (Report of the Minister of 
Mines.) 

On Fraser River litt le was done in 18 7, 
though the labors of a few Indians and 
Chinese proved the district a rich one, 
three Ind ians in six weeks raising $1,500. 
Work had to be abandoned owing to the 
low water in the creeks. 

COAL. 

The total output of Coal in 1877 was 
154,052 tons, a n increase of 14,861 over 1876. 
Of this the Vancouver Coal Co., contribut
ed 94,809 tons, and the Wellington Colliery 
4b,743, 6-0 hands are employed in these 
mines, a t wages varying from $2.75 to 
15.0s) per day. 
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